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WINE COUNTRY NOTEBOOK

Masters of Their Domaine

Drinkingin the beauty— and backstory- of aniconic Provengal winery. By Peter Lewis

RIVING EAST FROM MAR-

seille, you dip into the Plan du

Castellet from the autoroute
just past La Cadiere d’Azur. The sun-
drenched hills form a natural am-
phitheater that runs down to the
Mediterranean, and vineyards extend
in every direction across the Bandol re-
gion, their serried ranks broken only
by stands of cedar and olive groves.
Turning just before the local grammar
school and driving a short distance,
you enter the grounds of another uni-
verse: the world of Domaine Tempier.

I have been coming to Tempier
since 1990, not a long time as things
go, but long enough to get to know the
owners, the Peyraud family, and to
have enjoyed a number of meals pre-
pared by Lulu Peyraud, the matriarch
of this most extraordinary clan.

I must acknowledge my bias: |
adore this woman, | admire the fam-
ily, and | love their wines. | drink
them whenever | can and welcome
the release of each year’s rosé as |
would the arrival of a dear friend. On
my first visit, following a formal tast-
ing and a three-hour lunch, Lulu in-
sisted on giving me a tour of the
vineyards. | can see her now — all five
feet of her — formally dressed and
wearing short heels as she walked
into La Tourtine, the vineyard closest
to the domaine, pointing out the plots
of mourvédre and grenache, com-
menting on the age of the vines, and
describing the soil.

The roots of viticulture burrow
deep into the Provencal earth. In
Bandol it is believed that the first vines
were planted by Phocaeans around
500 Bc. Romans were already export-
ing wine from the region a few cen-
turies later. During the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, the wines of
Bandol were as esteemed as those of
Bordeaux and were shipped as far as

the Antilles. They had followings in
England and Italy. The ship that serves
as the Domaine Tempier emblem,
a design executed by Lulu’s father,
Alphonse Tempier, recalls the heyday
of this trade when barrels of local wine
were floated out to the ships moored
in Bandol's harbor.

leaves them wizened stumps. Its vine-
yards, like those throughout Europe,
were decimated within 20 years.
Between the late 1800s and 1920s
the vineyards were painstakingly re-
planted, and mourvedre, the grape for
which Bandol was justly renowned,
once again gained preeminence. But

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
the wines of Bandol were as esteemed as those of
Bordeauxand were shipped as far as the Antilles.

Despite its longstanding success,
the region’s viticulture became sus-
ceptible to more than the usual va-
garies of weather. In 1864 Bandol
suffered the depredations of phyllox-
era, a louse that bores into vines and
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in 1940 when Alphonse gave Lucien
Peyraud and Lulu the Kkeys to
Domaine Tempier as a wedding pres-
ent, most of the vineyards on the Plan
du Castellet had been torn up and
given over to peach orchards.
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